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HBC BRIEFPING 22 Tocembar 1958

xI.

USSR

Ehrushehdy has apparently found it necessary to mount a full-scale
sttack on his "anti.party” eppoaents (Malenkov, Nolotov, Esganeviehb
and Shepllov) ousted last year for plotting sgainst him,

A, He attacked group at last wesk's central committee meeting in
strongest terms since iaitizl reaction last year following
exposure of the plot, Other speakers at the meeting felloved
suit,

1. Khrushchev called group "despicadble” and accused it of
opposing nearly every msjor agricultural pelicy sponsorsd
by him since Stslin died, Ye even chargod ¥alenkov with
dishonest juggling of figures duriag the Stalin eras.

2. Ehrushchev said "The tomgue refuses to ecall sech people
‘comrades,® oven though they have remained members of ta:
party.” This could mesn that they will be expelled froa
the party. FHowever, no further action agaiast them was
apparently taken at the meeting.

B. Forwer Premier Bulganin was forced to join in the attasek by
confousing to the central committee his complicity ias the plot,
1. Although we had long suspected that Bulganin wasm involvd,

his name was efficially linked with the "anti-party gros"
for the first ttneihu Khrushchev speech on 12 November.

2. Pulganin “tursed states evidencé” and verified EKhrushchn's
charges against hinself and his colleagues.
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3. In doing so, he gave a streag testimonial to the "genies-
Iike" wisdom of Khrushchev's policiea.

I¥. Timing of the CC sceting (on eve of apecial Z1st party congress andé
inauguration of new seven.year plan) and unusual pudblicity gives it
suggest itz real purpose was to emphasize Ehrushchev's control ever
Sovist party and state and intimidate anyone tempted t{o guestieon
his policies,
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E. The meeting was, unprecedentedly, fully reported while still

in session, obviously ia order to make ceriaim that lessong ¢

"anti-party group”™ clear te all citizens.

1, Proceedings very similar to Supremne Soviet session--no raal
discus@ion; speeches by party bigwigs interppersed witk the
inevitable milk-maids and tractor drivers,

2. "Staging” meeting this way has by-product of downgradiasg
central committes from its decisive role in June 1257 teo
rubber stamp level of Snyrug floviet, Obvious to a2ll
citizens that body vhose meetings prearranged deoes not sake
decisions,

I11. Intensified attack on "anti-party” plotters and staging of new
testimonisls to Khrushchev's lesdership may indicate he feels aand
for wmore unquestioning support as he launches asdmiddedly seven-

Faats

-

year plan. (He teld meeting its agricultural geesds mnhea-phss'
and difficult.) 25X1
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Khrushchevy iz probably not facing actual oppositien st this
time. Preseant evidence indicates he is firmly in control,
Howevey, his policiem have undoubtedly satagonized s number of
highly placed invididuals aand he may foresee 4ifficulty trying
to carry out simultanecusly a2ll the major progrims now under way
in the Soviet Union,

Recent sttack on farmer opposition certain to intimidate sayone
tempted to question his policles,
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